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 Christian Marriage law 1872 (Amendments 2016): 

Further to amend the Christian Marriage Act 1872 to consolidate and amend the law 
relating to the solemnization of the marriage of Christians. 

.— 

PRELIMINARY 
 

1. Short title, extend, commencement.— 

with regard to 

2. [Enactments repealed]. —  
 
3. Interpretations.— 

“Christian” les’ 
(b) “Church”
(c) “Church Body” 

(d) “Minor” .  
(e) “Prohibited Degree Relationship” 

(f)“Registrar General of Births, Deaths and Marriages” means a Registrar General of Births,

 
1 The Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church (Holy Church), the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
(http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/credo.htm)  
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(VI of 1886)
(g) “Ordained Christian Minister” 

     
(h). ‘Banns’ 

  

 
(i) “Free to marry certificate” 

 
(j) “Marriage” 

 
PART-I 

THE PERSONS BY WHOM MARRIAGES MAY BE SOLEMNIZED 
 
4. Marriages to be solemnized according to Act.— 

5. Persons by whom marriages may be solemnized.— 

/

(2)  
(3)
(4)

 
6. Grant and revocation of licenses to solemnize marriage.— 

 

7. Marriage Registrars.— 
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8. Marriage Registrars in Acceding States.— 

9. Licensing of persons to grant certificates of marriage between Christians.— 

 
PART II 

TIME AND PLACE AT WHICH MARRIAGES MAY BE SOLEMNIZED 
 
10. Time for solemnizing marriage.— 

–
 
11. Place of solemnizing marriage.—  
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PART III 
MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED BY ORDAINED CHRISTIAN MINISTERS LICENSED UNDER 

THIS ACT 
 
12. Notice of intended marriage.— 

 
13. Publication of such notice.— 

/she

 

14. Notice of intended marriage in private dwelling.—  

15. Sending copy of notice to Marriage Registrar when one party is a minor.— 
(omitted)

16. Procedure on receipt of notice.— 

17. Issue of Banns certificate and Free to Marry Letter or by license (in case of 
emergency) given and declaration made.—  
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—

  

 
18. Declaration before issue of certificate.—

19. Consent of father or guardian or mother.—

20. Power to prohibit by notice issue of certificate.—  

21. Procedure on receipt of notice/Banns.—  
 

 

22. Issue of certificate in case of minority.—  
 
23. Issue of certificate to Christians.—

  

24. Form of free to marry letter/ certificate.—
Ordained Christian 
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25. Solemnization of marriage.—

26. Free to Marry letter/ Certificates void if marriage not solemnized within six 
months.—  

 

PART IV 
REGISTRATION OF MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED BY ORDAINED CHRISTIAN MINISTERS 

 
27. Marriages when to be registered.— 

 

28. Registration of marriages solemnized by Clergy person of Churches.—

 
29. Quarterly returns to Archdeaconry.—

 
30. Registration and returns of marriages solemnized by clergymen of Church of 
Rome.—

31. Registration and returns of marriages solemnized by Clergymen of Church of 
Scotland.—  
 
32. Certain marriages to be registered in duplicate.—  
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33. Entries of such marriages to be signed and attested.— 

34. Certificate pertaining to the solemnization of the marriage to be forwarded to 
Union Councils/City Councils/Cantonment Boards/Town Committees/metropolitan 
corporations, etc: 

 
 

35. Copies of certificates to be entered and numbered.—

36. Registrar to add number of entry to certificate and send to Registrar General.—

37. Registration of marriages between Native Christians by persons referred to 
clauses (1), (2) and (3)of section 5.—  

PART V 
MARRIAGES SOLEMNIZED BY, OR IN THE PRESENCE OF, A MARRIAGE REGISTRAR 

 
38. Notice of intended marriage before Marriage Registrar.— 
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39. Publication of notice.—

40. Notice to be filed and copy entered in Marriage Notice Book - 

purpose by the Provincial Government and to be called the “Marriage Notice Book”, And the 

 

41. Certificate of notice given and oath made.—

Proviso –

 
42. Oath before issue of certificate.—

 
43. [Petition to High Court to order certificate in less than fourteen days].—
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44. Consent of father or guardian. Protest against issue of certificate.— 

45. Petition where person whose consent is necessary is insane, or unjustly withholds 
consent.— 

Procedure on petition

if he has forbidden the issue of the Marriage Registrar’s certificate, such certificate shall be 

46. Petition where Marriage Registrar refuses certificate.— 

 
Procedure on petition.

47. Petition when Marriage Registrar in Acceding State refuses certificate.—

 
48. Petition when Registrar doubts authority of person forbidding.— 
 
49. Liability of frivolous protest against issue of certificate.— 

 

 

50. Form of certificate.— 
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51. Solemnization of marriage after issue of certificate.— 

“I do not solemnly declare that I know not of any lawful impediment why I, A.B., may not be 
joined in matrimony to C.D.” 

“I call upon these 

52. When Marriage not had within two months after notice, new notice required.— 

53. Marriage Registrar may ask for particulars to be registered.— 

 
 
54. Registration of marriage solemnized under Part V.—
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55. Certificates to be sent monthly to Registrar General.— 

56. Officers to whom Registrars in Acceding States shall send certificate.— (omitted in 
1981) 
 
57. Registrar to ascertain that notice and certificate are understood by native 
Christians.—  

 

 
58. Person to be made to understand declarations.—

 

59. Registrar of marriage between Christian.—
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PART VI 
MARRIAGE OF CHRISTIANS 

 
60. On what conditions marriages of Christian may be certificated.— 

 

“I call upon these 

wife [or husband]” or 

 
61. Grant of certificate.—

 

62. Keeping of register-book and deposit of extract therefrom with Registrar.—
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63. Searches in register-book and copies of entries.—

64. Books in which marriages of Christians under Part I or Part III are registered.— 

65. Part VI not to apply to Roman Catholics, saving of certain marriages.— 

PART VII 
PENALTIES 

 
66. False oath, declaration, notice or certificate for procuring marriage.— 

, 

 
 
67. Forbidding, by false personation, issue of certificate by Marriage Registrar.— 

/herself

 
 
68. Solemnizing marriage without due authority.—
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69. Solemnizing marriage without witnesses.— 
male and female

70. Solemnizing marriage of a minor. — 

 
71. Issuing certificate, or marrying without publication of notice; marrying after 
expiry of notice: solemnizing marriage with minor within fourteen days without 
authority of Court or without sending copy of notice; issuing certificate against 
authorized prohibition. —

 

72. Issuing certificate after expiry of notice, or, against authorized prohibition.—

six 
 

73. Persons authorized to solemnize marriage.— 
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74. Unlicensed person granting certificate pretending to be licensed.— 

75. Destroying or falsifying register books.— 

 

76. Limitation of prosecutions under this Act.— 

PART VIII 
MISCELLANEOUS 

 
77. What matters need not be proved in respect of marriage in accordance with Act.— 
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78. Correction of errors.—

,

79. Searches and copies of entries.—

80. Certified copy of entry in marriage-register, etc., to be evidence.— 

81. Certificates of certain marriages for Central Government.— 

, 
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82. Provincial Government to prescribe fees.—

 

83. Power to make rules.— 

84. Power to prescribe fees and rules for Acceding States.—  
 
85. Power to declare who shall be District Judge.— 

86. Powers and functions exercisable as regards Acceding States.— (1)
  

87. Saving of consular marriage.— 
 

88. Non-validation of marriages within prohibited degrees.—
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The Divorce Act 
Act No. IV of 1869 (Amendments 2016) 

 
An act to amend the law relating to Divorce and Matrimonial Causes Preamble;

;  

I. PRELIMINARY  
 
1. Short title, Commencement of Act.

2 Extent of Act:

3: 
Interpretation-clause.

(1) “Christian” means a person who professes Christian faith (Apostles’ Creed).
(2)  "Court of Civil Judge" “Court Judge”

;

 
1 The Apostles’ Creed: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 
Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose 
again. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living 
and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Catholic Church (Holy Church), the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
(http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/credo.htm)  
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(3) "Court" “Court”
(4) "Minor child" “ children”

(5) “Incestuous adultery.” “incestuous adultery”

(6) “Bigamy with adultery.” “ adultery”

(7) “Marriage with another woman or man”
existing

(8) "Desertion." “ ”
(9) "Property." “ ”

 
II.-JURISDICTION

4. Matrimonial jurisdiction of High Courts to be exercised subject to Act. Exception.

5. Enforcement of decrees or orders made heretofore by Supreme or High Court.

6. Pending suits.

7. Court to act on principles of Divorce Court.

8. Extraordinary jurisdiction of High Court.

9. Reference to High Court.
 

III.-DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE
 
10. When husband or wife may petition for dissolution. – 

(1) 
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(2).

(3).
(4).
(5).

(6).
 

Contents of petition

 
11: Adulterer to be co-respondent.
 
12: Court to be satisfied of absence of collusion.

 
13: Dismissal of petition.
is satisfied that the petitioner’s case has not been proved, or not satisfied that the alleged 

14: Power to Court to pronounce decree for dissolving marriage. 

 
2 Luke 16:18, Mark 10:10-12 and Matthew 5: 27-28, 31-32 & 19:9 
3 Malachi Chapter 2:13-16,  
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Condonation.

15: 
Relief in case of opposition on certain grounds. 

 
16. Dismissal of petition.

17. Power to Court to pronounce decree for dissolving marriage.

IV.-NULLITY OF MARRIAGE

18: Petition for decree of nullity. 

 
19: Grounds of decrees.
(1)

; 
(2)

; 
(3) ; 
(4)
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20. Confirmation of District Judge’s decree. 

21: Children of annulled marriage. 

V.- JUDICIAL SEPARATION

22: Bar to decree for divorce a mensa et toro but judicial separation obtainable by 
husband or wife. 

23: Application for separation made by petition. 

24: Separated wife deemed spinster with respect to after-acquired property. 

25: Separated wife deemed spinster for purposes of contract and suing. 
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REVERSAL OF DECREE OF SEPARATION  

 
26: Decree of separation obtained during absence of husband or wife may be reversed. 

;

VI. PROTECTION – ORDER 
 

27: Deserted wife or husband may apply to Court for protection. 
to whom Succession Act 1925 doesn’t apply then either of the party may present a petition 

 
28: Court may grant protection-order. 
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29: Discharged or variation of orders. 

30: Liability of husband seizing wife’s property after notice of order. 

31: Wife’s legal position during continuance of order. 

VII.- RESTITUTION OF CONJUGAL RIGHTS 

32: Petition of restitution of conjugal rights. 

33:  Answer to petition.

 
VIII. DAMAGE AND COSTS  

 
34: Husband may claim damages from adulterer. (Omitted) 
 
35: Power to order adulterer to pay costs. (Omitted) 
 

IX. ALIMONY  
36: Alimony pen dente lite. 
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of the husband’s average net income for the three years next 

 
 
37: Power to order permanent alimony. 

 
Power to order monthly or weekly payments.

38: Court may direct payment of alimony to wife or to her trustee. 

X. SETTLEMENTS 
 

39: Power to order settlement of wife’s property for benefit of husband and 
children.
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Settlement of damages.

40: Inquiry into existence of ante-nuptial or post nuptial settlements. 

 
XI. CUSTODY OF CHILDREN 

 
41: 
Power to make orders as to custody of children in suit for seperation.

42: Power to make such order after decree. 

43. Power to make orders as to custody of children in suits for dissolution or nullity

44: Power to make such orders after decree.  
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XII. PROCEDURE 
 

45: Code of Civil Procedure to apply. 

46: 
Forms of petitions and statements.

 
47: Stamp on Petition. 

Statements to be verified. 

48: Suits on behalf of lunatics.
 
49: Suits by minors. 

50: Service of petition. 

 
 
51: 
Mode of taking evidence.
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52: 
Competence of husband and wife to give evidence as to cruelty or desertion.

 

53: Power to close doors. 

54: 
Power to adjourn.

55: Enforcement of and appeal form orders and decrees. 

No appeals as to costs.

56. Appeal to Supreme Court. 

XIII. RE-MARRIAGE 

57. Liberty to parties to marry again.

58: Clergyperson shall not be compelled to solemnize marriages of person divorced 
for adultery: 
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59: Ordained Christian Minister refusing to perform ceremony to permit use of 
his/her church. 

XIV. MISCELLANEOUS 
 

60: Decree for separation or protection order valid as to persons dealing with wife 
before reversal. 

Indemnity of persons making payment to wife without notice of reversal of decree or 
protection order.

61: Bar of suit for criminal conversation.

62: Power to make rules.
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63: Announcement of judgment and decree. 

 


